
1916

George Washington 
Carver publishes 105 

uses of the peanut.

1917

Madam CJ Walker’s 
hair culturist company 
hires 20,000 workers.

1961

Katherine Johnson 
calculates the flight 

trajectory for the first 
American in space.

1949

Dorothy Vaughan 
becomes the first black 
woman supervisor at 

NASA.

1984

Shirley Jackson 
co-develops Caller ID.

1881

Lewis Latimer invents 
the carbon filament for 

the  lightbulb.

1966

Marie Van Brittan 
Brown invents the first 
home security system.

1961

Otis Boykin invents 
the first implantable 

pacemaker.



105 uses of the peanut 
are discovered and 

published..

 Black female hair care 
products are developed 
and popularized.

The first American goes 
to space.

NASA hires its first 
black woman 
supervisor.

Caller ID is developed.

Edison’s light bulb  is 
improved by the carbon 

filament.
The first home security 

system is invented.
The first implantable 

pacemaker is invented.



1983

Lonnie Johnson 
invents the Super 

Soaker.

1940

Charles Drew invents 
the large scale blood 

bank program.

1995

Marian Croak 
develops technology 

for internet voice 
communications.

1987

Lisa Gelobter 
co-develops the GIF.

1989

Philip Emeagwali 
develops the world’s 
first supercomputer.

1923

Garrett Morgan 
invents the modern 

traffic signal.

1959

Mary and Mildred 
Davidson develop new 

walker technology.

1938

Frederick Mckinley 
Jones develops 

portable air 
conditioning.



The Super Soaker is 
invented.

The first large scale 
blood bank program is 

developed.
Intenret voice 

communications are 
developed.

The GIF is developed.

World’s first super 
computer is invented.

The modern traffic 
signal is invented. The modern walker is 

developed.

Portable air 
conditioning is 

developed.



1962

James West develops 
the compact 
microphone.

1999

Mark Dean develops 
the first gigahertz 
processing chip.

1820s

Augustus Jackson 
develops modern ice 

cream.

1887

Granville T. Woods 
develops technology to 

send voice over 
telegraph wires.

1962

Paul E. Williams 
invents the first 

commercially usable 
helicopter.

1984

George Alcorn Jr. 
develops the first x-ray 

spectrometer.

1753

Benjamin Banneker 
develops America’s first 

clock.

1986

Betty Harris develops 
TATB Spot Test to 

identify field explosives.



The modern 
microphone is 

developed.

The first gigahertz 
processing chip is 

developed.
Modern ice cream is 

developed.

Multiplex telegraph  are 
allowing  voice 

message  telegraphs, 
are invented. 

The first commercially 
usable helicopter is 

invented.

The first x-ray 
spectrometer is 

developed.
America’s first clock is 

inveted.

The TATB Spot Test, 
which identifies field 

explosives, is inveted.



1872

T.J. Marshall invents 
the fire extinguisher 

sprinkler system.

1980

Valerie Thomas 
invents the illusion 
transmitter, which 

generates 3D images.

1986

Patricia Bath develops 
the laserphaco probe 
for cataract treatment.

1893

Daniel Hale Williams 
performs the first 

successful open heart 
surgery.

1992

Mae Jemison travels 
in space on the shuttle 

Endeavor. 

1947

Hildrus Poindexter 
leads Malaria control 
efforts in Liberia and  

Indochina.

1940

Percy Lavon Julian 
develops hormones, 

steroids, and 
testosterone,

1831

Thomas Jennings 
gets a patent for his dry 

cleaning method.



The fire extinguisher 
sprinkle system is 

invented.r 

The illusion 
transmitter,which 

simulates 3D viewing, is 
invented.

The laserphaco probe 
is developed for 

cateract treatment.

The first successful 
open heart surgery is 

performed.

The first black woman 
astronaut goes to 

space.

Malaria control efforts 
begin in Liberia.

Hormones, steroids, 
and testoserone are 

synthesized from soy.

The first Black person 
gets a patent.



1964

Warren Washington 
co-develops the first 

climate change model. 

1955

Leonidas Berry 
invents the first 

direct-vision instrument 
for the gastroscope.

1915

Alice Augusta Bell 
develops successful 
treatment for leprosy.

1951

Jane C. Wright 
pioneers use of drug 
methotrexate to treat 

breast cancer.

1962

Emmett Chappelle 
develops method to 
identify life on other 

planets.

1911

Charles Chappelle 
successfully designs a 
long distance airplane.

1947

Archie Alexander 
constructs DC’s 

Whitehurst Freeway

2006

Aprille 
Ericsson-Jackson 

co-develops method to 
bring dust from Mars.



Bioluminescence 
method is developed to 

identify life on other 
planets.

A long distance airplane 
is successfully 

designed.
DC’s Whitehurst 

Freeway is 
constructed.

Method and project are 
developed to bring dust 

back from Mars.

The first climate 
change model is 

developed.

The  first direct-vision 
instrument for the 
gastroscope was 

invented.

Successful treatment 
for leprosy is 
developed.

The drug methotrexate 
is identified as a tool to 

fight breast cancer.



1987

Arthur B. Walker 
photographs the solar 

corona. 

2010

John Dabiri designs a 
wind farm based on 

schools of fish.

1969

James Andrew Harris 
discovers 

Rutherfordium and 
Dubnium elements.

1972

George Carruthers 
creates the first  

ultraviolet camera.

1920s

David Crosthwait 
invents the heating 

systems for the Radio 
City Music Hall.

1961

Samuel Kountz 
performed the first 
successful kidney 

transplant.

1995

Rick Kittles pioneers 
DNA testing for tracing 

African ancestry.

1976

Jerry Lawson designs 
the first video game 

cartridge.



A new steam system is 
used to heat Radio City 

Music Hall.

The first successful 
kidney transplant 

between non-identical 
twins is performed.

DNA testing for tracing 
African ancestry is 

developed.

The first video game 
cartridge system is 

designed.

The solar corona is 
photographed.

Wind farm based on 
schools of fish are 

developed.
Rutherfordium and 

Dubnium are 
discovered.

An ultraviolet camera, 
is invented to obtain 

space images.



2008

Kunle Olukotun 
develops the first chip 

multiprocessor with 
TLS.

1872

Elijah McCoy develops 
the  automatic 

lubricator for trains and 
ships.

1886

Henry Brown invents 
the metal safe for 

document storage. 

1975

Gladys West pioneers 
Global Positioning 

System (GPS) 
technology.

1937

William Warrick 
Cardozo connects 
African descent to 
sickle cell anemia.

1958

Mary Jackson 
becomes NASA’s first 
Black female engineer.

1887

Alexander Miles 
invents automatically 
opening and closing 

elevator doors.

1878

Osbourn Dorsey 
invents the doorknob 

and the doorstop.



Research leads to the 
connection of African 
descent to sickle cell 

anemia.

NASA employs its first 
Black female engineer.

Automatically opening 
and closing elevator 
doors are invented.

The doorknob is 
invented.

The first chip 
multiprocessor with 

thread level speculation 
is developed.

The automatic 
lubricator for trains and 

ships was invented.
The metal safe is 

developed for 
document storage.

The Global Positioning 
System’s technology is 

developed.



2006

Neil DeGrasse Tyson 
leads efforts to 

declassify Pluto as a 
planet.

1920

Elmer Samuel Imes 
experimentally verifies 

Quantum Theory.

1948

Herman Branson 
determines the Alpha 
helix protein structure.

1859

Benjamin Bradley 
designs the first 

steam-powered warship 
to buy his freedom.

2005

Lisa Stevens runs  the 
giant panda program at the 
National Zoo when the first 

panda cub is born.

1968

Harold Amos becomes 
the first Black 

department chair of 
Harvard Medical School.

2015

Chanda 
Prescod-Weinstein leads 
research on composition of 

dark matter. 

Rebecca Lee 
Crumpler becomes the 

first Black female 
doctor in the U.S.

1864



The first panda cub at 
the National Zoo is 

born.

The first Black 
department chair of 

Harvard Medical 
School is hired.

Dark matter is seen to 
be potentially linked to 

axions.

The first U.S.  Black 
female doctor starts 

working.

Pluto is declassified as 
a planet.

Quantum Theory is 
experimentally verified 

via molecular 
spectroscopy.

The Alpha Helix protein 
structure is determined.

The first 
steam-powered 

warship is designed.



1962

Treena Arinzeh 
discovers that stem 

cells can be implanted 
into other people.

2011

Kimberly Bryant 
founds Black Girls 

Code.

2011

Hadiyah-Nicole Green 
develops a 

nanoparticle laser 
cancer treatment.

2003

Nola Hylton pioneers 
the use of MRIs for 
detection of breast 

cancer.

2015

Jedidah Isler pioneers 
work on blazars, black 
holes at the center of 

galaxies. 

2006

Ashanti Johnson 
pioneers work in 

understanding the 
environmental effects of 

nuclear waste.

2007

Tanya Moore founds the 
Infinite Possibilities 

Conference to support 
minority women in math.

1986

Charles Turner 
discovers that insects 

can modify their behavior 
based on experience.



Research abo , black 
holes at the center of 
galaxies, as particle 

accelerators is 
pioneered. 

In Puerto Rico, 
scientists analyze the 

effects of nuclear 
waste.

The Infinite Possibilities 
Conference to support 

minority women in 
math is founded.

It is discovered that 
insects can modify their 

behavior based on 
experience.

It is discovered that 
stem cells can be 

implanted into other 
people.

Black Girls Code is 
founded to train 1 

million girls in 
programming by 2050 .

A more safe, 
nanoparticle laser 

cancer treatment is 
developed.

MRIs are used to 
detect breast cancer.



3.3 million
years ago

The first tool is 
invented in Turkana 

Basin, Eastern Africa.

10,000 years 
ago

The first instance of 
recorded chemistry 
occurs in S. Africa. 

4236 BCE

The first 365 day 
calendar is invented by 

Egyptians.

2750 BCE

The earliest known 
surgery is performed in 

Egypt.

43,000 years 
ago

The first known  
instance of 

mathematics is found in 
Swaziland.

1200s

Mali and Songhai 
empires sail to South 

America.

4000 BCE

The first clock, the water 
clock,  is invented in 

Egypt.

1980s

Gebisa Ejeta develops 
drought-resistant 

sorghum.



The first instance of 
mathematics is 

performed.

The first trade ships  
sail to the Americas. The first clock is 

invented.

Drought-resistant 
sorghum, a grain, is 

developed to help millions 
of Africans have food.

The first tool is 
invented.

The first instance of 
chemistry is performed. The first 365 day 

calendar is invented.
The first surgery is 

performed.


